Event Idea: “The Non-Event”
“What is a Non-Event”

Well, just like its name states, a “non-event” is an event that does not occur (intentionally!).  A non-event is another unique way to raise funds and awareness for ALS TDI.  What a non-event actually consists of is simply an idea for an event that will never actually come to fruition!  By hosting a non-event, you agree to come up with an event idea (it can be anything under the sun) and open it up to your network and friends.  Once you generate your non-event concept & committee, sending out invites to an event that will not happen will be the biggest part!
Non-events are great because the only real cost is invitations, return envelopes, shipping costs (typically just stamps!), and thank you’s.  This idea works well with a group that has a good sense of humor and can be practical.  Non-events poke fun at real events saying that instead of spending “x” amount of money on this, that, the other thing, you can stay home and send us a check and save by not having to actually come to an event!
“How to host a Non-Event”
1- First you must get a committee together.  By getting 5-10 people on the committee, all who have different networks, you can expand who this concept reaches, thus spreading more awareness and generating more funds for ALS TDI.
2- Come up with a “non” idea.  Would you like to have a “4th of July Blowout Barbeque” with the biggest pop-group around or a “Winter Wonderland Gala”?
3- Send a formal invitation inviting people not to come to the event; providing the date it will not happen on, a location they should not arrive to, and attire they should not wear.  See the attached invitation as an example.
4- Along with sending the invitation, include some more traditional information regarding ALS TDI, what exactly it is, its latest research, how far their donation will go, etc. 
5- Include ticket prices not to attend, donation levels/opportunities not to buy tables & sponsorship information, not to sponsor!
6- Encourage each committee member to write a personal note to accompany invite.  This should be a note that they believe will be most effective with their personal list of invitees.
7- Send out all the invites and wait to see the response!

8- Follow up with personal thank you notes to all who donated.

“Non-Event Results”

This past December, ALS TDI, held a non Black Tie Gala Event that didn’t happen on New Year’s Eve.  With 14 committee members, the invitation was able to go out to a couple hundred of their friends and family members, mostly in greater Boston area.  To date, the event has raised over $25,000!  With a very minimal amount of time, money, and resources being spent on this, it has proved to be a great idea!
